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POSTMODERN SHIFT: Postmodernism in Christianity is part of a cultural shift in which many young adults make their lives a witness while hesitating to join established churches. Bill Fentum reports.

EX-ATHEIST PASTOR: Once a lifelong atheist, professor Julian Davies began a slow journey that eventually led to his becoming a United Methodist minister. The Toledo Blade has the story.

BISHOPS AND BORDERS: Women bishops of the United Methodist Church took time at the beginning of the Advent season to make a visit to the United States and Mexico border in San Diego, Calif.  Cal-Pac’s Larry Hygh has the story.

THE PRESIDENT’S CHURCH: President-elect Barack Obama says the historically black church made him a believer. But when he becomes the first black president, will he attend a black church? RNS’ Adelle M. Banks reports.

BUSES FOR THE HOMELESS: Utu Langi has made a name for himself as an innovative advocate for the homeless in Hawaii by converting old tour buses into roving shelters for the homeless. UMNS’ Lilla Marigza reports.

YOUNG CLERGY: Representatives from 44 United Methodist conferences recently shared stories on how to develop young clergy candidates. Vicki Brown reports.

INTERACTIVE FAITH: The book InterActive Faith was conceived and edited by a United Methodist pastor and an assistant director with the American Jewish Committee to help build interfaith dialogue. UMNS’ Linda Bloom reports.

FAITH IN COMICS: G. Willow Wilson, the first American Muslim professional comic book writer, has three different projects with DC Comics. She talks with RNS’ Nicole Neroulias about her work and her faith.
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WESLEYAN WISDOM: A new book quotes two scientists who say people have an innate "God-need," says Donald Haynes, and the United Methodist Church needs to reconnect with that need.

HEALTHY GIVING: Too many people donate thoughtlessly to homeless shelters, says Joseph Yoo. What we give is as important as how often we give.

A MORE DIVERSE CHURCH: A staggering number of Catholic and Protestant churches lack ethnic and racial diversity, but Mark DeYmaz believes multi-ethnic churches are not only possible, but God's intent.

PRAYING FOR PASTORS: Touched by a brief conversation, Bishop Robert Schnase reflects on the value of praying for our pastors—especially when we feel annoyed, discouraged or disappointed by them.
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HISTORY OF HYMNS: Dietrich Bonhoeffer's "By Gracious Powers" is a poignant hymn written by a man facing the reality of his own death. C. Michael Hawn tells the story.

JACKSON BROWNE: Ever the pensive artist, Jackson Browne's new recording is marked by astute social criticism and an admission of his own generation's shortcomings. Steve Morley reviews.
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See more stories and letters to the editor at www.umportal.org; visit the Reporter blog for news in between issue dates.
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